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cover: St Patrick’s Chapel - showing need for 
cleaning of all elements



The London Oratory,
Brompton Road,
London SW7 2RP             
30th June 2012

Dear Friends,
Visitors to the London Oratory Church often express admiration for the 
impressive Chapel of St Patrick, and disappointment at its neglected 
appearance. Over the years soot from candles, urban grime and general 
deterioration have obscured the beauty of this chapel, the fineness of which 
is a testimony to the Oratory’s important connections with London’s Irish 
community since the days of our foundation in the mid-nineteenth century.

The fathers of the Oratory would love to restore this chapel to its former glory, 
in order to give to St Patrick the honour he deserves and so that his annual 
feast day may be celebrated once more in a beautiful and dignified setting. 
Adjoining the church’s Baptistery, the chapel is also used on a regular basis  
for the Sacrament of Baptism.

Wednesday 11th July is the feast of St Oliver Plunkett, when Mass will be 
o!ered in St Patrick’s Chapel at 7pm. The intention at this Mass will be to ask 
for the intercession of St Oliver and St Patrick as we launch an appeal for funds 
for the chapel’s restoration.

Please find attached a short history of the Oratory’s relations with the Irish 
community in London and a description of St Patrick’s Chapel. Also attached is 
a break-down of the estimated cost of the proposed works. This was provided 
by Hare and Humphreys, a firm that specializes in the conservation of historic 
buildings, and which has a long standing connection with the Oratory. For a 
full and thorough renovation, we are looking to raise  £164,000.

The Oratory Church is a wonderful testimony to the generosity of our 
benefactors over the years. These benefactors, living and departed, have Mass 
said for them by each of the fathers at least once a month.  Any assistance 
which you are able to o!er will be very gratefully received. If you are able to, 
please come to the Mass on 11th July. This will be followed by an informal 
reception in St Wilfrid’s Hall.

Yours sincerely,
Father Julian Large,
Provost

The Oratory is a Registered Charity. No. 240702
Oratory Website: http://www.bromptonoratory.com



Three paintings above the 
Altar - the two side panels 
represent 2 angels on their 
knees in adoration - the 
central panel is the Last 
Supper, Our Lord giving 
Communion to St John.
All panels are in urgent need  
of cleaning and restoration.

Panels above the altar in need 
of cleaning and restoration.

St Patrick’s Chapel, dirt and 
damage in the right-hand 
corner of the arch above the 
altar. The kneeling angel 
on canvas is almost entirely 
obscured.

St Patrick’s Chapel, dirt and 
damage in the left-hand corner 
of the arch above the altar. The 
kneeling angel on canvas is 
almost entirely obscured.



THE LONDON ORATORY AND IRELAND

The first serious apostolate of the London Oratory was actually to Irish 
Catholics. In 1849, while the Oratory was in its earliest days, our founder Father 
Faber and two other fathers answered an urgent call from a Protestant minister 
for assistance during an outbreak of cholera among Irish hop-pickers in Kent. 

Meanwhile, many of the capital’s poorest Irish lived in the old district of St 
Giles around Holborn and the Tottenham Court Road, not very far from the 
original site of the Oratory in the Strand. Famine at home had driven them over 
in such great numbers that the massive influx overwhelmed the few English 
priests available, leaving the immigrants spiritually neglected and bereft of 
the Sacraments. To win them back to the Faith, the Oratory Fathers formed the 
Company of St Patrick. Father Faber organized its members as “visitors”, whose 
duty was to go around the local slums and “a!ectionately force” Catholics they 
found there to come to Mass and to frequent the Sacraments.  The Company 
opened reading rooms across London and encouraged social cohesion through 
concerts and other amusements.

In 1852, the Oratory launched a three week Mission during Advent to re-
evangelise the Irish community. On the opening day of the Mission, Father 
Faber realized from the vacant expressions on the faces of the congregation 
that the majority had already given up on the practice of their religion.  
At the end of an impassioned sermon, he dropped to his knees and exclaimed: 
“How can I touch your hearts? I have prayed to Jesus, to whom shall I pray 
next? I will pray to you, my dear Irish children, to have mercy on your own 
souls!” As a result of this the whole congregation fell to its knees and  
began sobbing.

After the Oratory moved to Brompton in 1854 the Company of St Patrick 
became the Confraternity of St Patrick, the main purpose of which was to 
promote devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, frequent Mass attendance and 
regular Holy Communion. Thanks to this Confraternity and to the great 
popularity of the Oratory amongst the Irish community, the annual feast  
of St Patrick at Brompton Oratory was a splendid occasion well into the  
middle of the twentieth century.



The North Wall (left-hand 
side, or Gospel side) of St 
Patrick’s chapel. The Pieta to 
the left is a memorial to the 
dead of the 1st and 2nd World 
Wars. The Painting to the right 
is of St Veronica.

The upper North Wall (left-
hand side, or Gospel side) of 
St Patrick’s chapel. The murals 
either side of the window need 
extensive restoration.

Significant damage to one of 
the upper murals on the left-
hand (Gospel side) wall of  
the chapel.

Significant damage to one of 
the upper murals on the right-
hand (Epistle side) wall of  
the chapel.



ST PATRICK’S CHAPEL

The chapel that we see today was built specifically for the Confraternity 
in the new church that was erected in 1884. Its walls are covered with Irish 
marble (Connemara and Lessoughter marbles). The altar is Neapolitan, with 
architectural embellishments added by the church’s architect, Herbert Gribble. 
A beautiful picture of Our Lady of the Assumption, painted by a Spanish priest 
in 1715, is set into the Tabernacle door.

The main painting over the altar of St Patrick, and the pictures on either side 
of St Colomba and St Brigid, are by the 19th Century Florentine artist Pietro 
Pezzati. Flanking the altar are two paintings on wood panels by the  
16th Century Flemish master Franz Floris, the Circumcision of Our Lord  
(now merely a copy since the original was stolen from the church in 1983),  
and Our Lord in the arms of St Simeon. High above the altar is another work  
of Pezzati. Its theme is recorded as being Eucharistic, but it is now invisible 
owing to grime. 

On the left of the chapel is a picture of St Veronica holding her veil with the 
image of the Holy Face, and on the opposite wall is a painting of St Cecilia, 
Patron Saint of music.

Snakes and shamrocks are set into the communion rails, and the walls above 
the cornice and the diagonal panels of the vault are decorated with (now barely 
visible) angels bearing other emblems referring to the life of St Patrick,  
the arms of the four Provinces of Ireland, and those of Pope Leo XIII and 
Cardinal Manning.

Owing to deterioration, the chapel is in need of a full programme of repainting 
and regilding. The paintings require relining, cleaning and resetting in their 
frames. The marble of the altar, altar rails and walls needs to be cleaned. Much 
of the soot has been caused by the many votive candles which are lit every day 
around the church. We recently addressed this problem by buying a new type 
of candle which is environmentally friendly and much cleaner.



South wall (right-hand or 
Gospel side) of St Patrick’s 
chapel. To the left is a painting 
of St Cecilia.

Altar rails in St Patrick’s chapel 
show shamrocks and snakes 
in allusion to St Patrick’s 
preaching of the Trinity and 
his driving of the snakes  
out of Ireland.

Mural in the ceiling depicting 
cherubs singing. The painting 
are in need of extensive 
cleaning.

Murals in the ceiling depicting 
Irish motifs. The paintings are 
in need of extensive cleaning.



ST PATRICK’S CHAPEL RESTORATION  
ESTIMATE BREAKDOWN

1) Redecoration, cleaning of the Marble and cleaning and conservation  
of the murals, including repainting and regilding:

Gilding  £42,253.96

Painting  £7,800.00

Conservation and cleaning   £32,653.5

Protection  £4,500

Sca!olding  £12,075

Task lighting  £1,260

Stiring lighting  £300

Manager   £400

Deliveries  £420

Total               £103,237.46

Total incl. VAT  £123,884.95

2) Restoration of Paintings within St Patrick’s Chapel,  
including relining where necessary

Main altarpiece:

Ss Patrick, Bridget and Colomba  £8,000

St Veronica  £900

St Cecilia   £2,000

Frans Floris panels  £2,000

Apse paintings of Last Supper and angels  £27,000

Total incl. VAT  £39,900

GRAND TOTAL   £163,784.95



"#$% $&'(): Picture of the Chapel of St Patrick, 
showing how much cleaning the walls and 
ceiling are in need of.





www.bromptonoratory.com


